TANZ IM AUGUST 2005

INTERNATIONAL DANCE FESTIVAL BERLIN

AUG. 11 – 30
Now in its seventeenth year, Germany's premier dance festival, TANZ IM AUGUST – International Dance Festival Berlin, welcomes audiences to experience the wide range and aesthetic diversity of contemporary dance. Over the course of twenty days, a total of twenty-four productions will be shown in twelve different venues. In a first for the festival, two evenings will be hosted by the state opera house on Unter den Linden.

In addition to five world premieres and seven German premieres, the range of events includes installations, films, lectures, discussions, and book presentations. The program put together by the team of artistic directors from TanzWerkstatt Berlin (Ulrike Becker / André Thériault) and Hebbel am Ufer (Bettina Masuch / Matthias Lilienthal) focuses on two central themes this year. The first involves the increased openness, exchange of ideas, and interaction between classic and contemporary dance; the second is represented by a series of installation-performances in which the boundaries between performing and visual art forms are blurred. 

The festival will open with the work bODY_rEMIX/gOLDBERG_vARIATIONS by Canadian choreographer Marie Chouinard, an ode to the vulnerable beauty and virtuosity of the human body. The Berlin Senate's state secretary for culture, Barbara Kisseler, will speak at the opening ceremony.
VISITATIONS – the first of the pieces premiering at this year's festival – is a physical confrontation with 100 years of dance history. In an evening sure to both captivate and enlighten, Julia Cima (Association edna, Paris) will perform, interpret, and parody works and adaptations of pieces by various pioneers of modern, postmodern, and contemporary dance.

With its radical and powerful images, the internationally-acclaimed dance piece WIR SIND ALLE MARLENE DIETRICH FOR questions the notion of entertainment for troops in times of war. In a rapid sequence of scenes, the co-production by Iceland Dance Company and Maska Productions from Slovenia provides a glimpse of the darker sides and nightmares that lurk in the depths of the human soul.

OHNE TITEL ("Untitled") requires a certain adventurousness on the part of the audience. The name of the artist(s) behind the piece will not be revealed in advance, and with neither a name nor photographs to go by, no one knows for sure what will unfold on the HAU 2 stage. We'll just have to keep guessing till the night of the premiere…
South African choreographer Boyzie Cekwana will be presenting his new work CUT!! for the first time in Germany, in which he takes traditional and modern dance, gestures, music, cultural traditions, and identities almost to the point of implosion.

Germaine Acogny is considered the "Grande Dame" of contemporary dance in Africa. In addition to showing her acclaimed solo TCHOURAÏ, the dancer, choreographer, and teacher will hold a workshop entitled ENRACINEMENT ET OUVERTURE and introduce the work of her École des Sables in Dakar.
This year's Training Program places the focus on different schools and approaches to training within contemporary dance. A total of eighty-four dancers from twelve countries are scheduled to take part in the six workshops.

Along with Germaine Acogny, four distinguished teachers will hold workshops and classes: Irina Sitnikova / Vaganova Ballet Academy; Anita Donaldson / Laban London; Suzana Martins / Universidade Federal da Bahia; and Susan Klein / Susan Klein School. Miranda Pennell from London will give a workshop focusing on dance film, and Meg Stuart (Brussels/Berlin) will head a coaching project for young choreographers. In addition, an open discussion on International Training Courses and Berlin Perspectives is planned at Tanzfabrik Berlin.

In TRANSPARENCY, choreographer Paul Gazzola and architect Christian Teckert will conduct a tour to selected sites in Berlin, in which they will touch on different aspects of the staging of public space. Additional events scheduled include a public discussion and an open studio.

Known to the public through his work with Xavier Le Roy, Thomas Lehmen, and Meg Stuart, Gaëtan Bulourde will present his project PFUUFF OU LE BOUT DE LA LANGUE, in which he explores the possibilities of representation by mixing the different media of video, sound, text, and live performance.

FRÈRE&SŒUR, the new production by Mathilde Monnier, recently premiered in Avignon in July and will be shown in Germany for the first time at the festival. The work revolves around the experience of desire as a necessary precondition of living together. 
Luc Dunberry's work DON’T WE will premiere at the festival. Six dancers seek the perfect pose in a performance where the boundaries between public and private space become increasingly blurred...

The Batsheva Dance Company is considered one of premier contemporary dance companies in the world. In MAMOOTOT, internationally-acclaimed choreographer Ohad Naharin has created a seductive, intimate piece in which the emotionally and erotically charged, volatile relationships between the dancers are directly transmitted to the audience via the performers' movements. 
In the premiere of NO WONDER, Constanza Macras' second collaboration with Lisi Estaras, the two Argentinean-born artists set out in search of over-the-top gender roles from the 1970's to the present.
4D – a very special evening awaits the audience on August 21 at Staatsoper Unter den Linden, with four very different works presented in cooperation with Staatsballett Berlin:
In the German premiere of his solo VÉRONIQUE DOISNEAU, Jérôme Bel pays homage to the countless nameless corps de ballet dancers who never become celebrated prima ballerinas; GISZELLE by Eszter Salamon and Xavier Le Roy samples iconographic images from popular culture and the Romantic ballet tradition; the complex, sensual duo THE THE choreographed by Dana Caspersen and William Forsythe represents a precisely intertwined dialectic of beauty; and finally, Vladimir Malakhov will perform a solo whose title is still a secret. 

In his PORTRAIT SERIES, Michael Laub creates intimate portraits of members of his company, Remote Control Productions. The pieces shown at the festival, ALONE and GREGOIRE, feature Astrid Endruweit and Greg Zuccolo – two unsettling and moving solos.
The documentary video performance HISTOIRE(S) will be shown for the first time ever in Germany. Olga de Soto asked eight men and women to recount their memories of the 1946 premiere of Jean Cocteau's ballet LE JEUNE HOMME ET LA MORT 1946 at Théâtre des Champs Elysées. She recorded the conversations and assembled them into a vivid film collage of memories that makes the performance that took place almost sixty years ago come alive.
This year's Film Program at Kino Arsenal also features two film versions of this legendary ballet, directed by Kenneth Anger and Roland Petit. In addition, the program includes AMELIA by Édouard Lock; MM IN MOTION by Claire Denis; Vivian Ostrovsky's film VERS MATHILDE; and SOMEWHERE IN BETWEEN by Pierre Coulibeuf.

In another world premiere, TANZ IM AUGUST 2005 is showing the production THE APPLICATION by Juan Domínguez. One might describe the work as a kind of public, staged application for funding of a future project, to be called SHICHIMI TOGARASHI. Six performers translate the ideas and concepts written down by Domínguez into choreography, music, song, and performance. Viewers are left wondering: What is fact and what is fiction?
DESH by ROSAS / ANNE TERESA DE KEERSMAEKER & SALVA SANCHIS, an intimate piece set to Indian raga music and jazz by John Coltrane, derives its intensity from the individual personalities of the dancers. De Keersmaeker herself performs in this unsentimental and atmospheric encounter between Orient and Occident, which has never been shown in Germany. 
In another German premiere, The Forsythe Company will present YOU MADE ME A MONSTER. Forsythe's new project is located somewhere between installation, performance, and sound space.
Jeppe Hein's installation APPEARING ROOMS takes the form of a "water pavilion," with "walls" consisting of randomly-activated jets of water, that draws in the spectators and invites their active participation. Located between the TV tower and Rotes Rathaus at Alexanderplatz, the installation will be accessible to the public for the duration of the festival.
Both works are part of the KEIN VORHANG – KEIN APPLAUS ("No Curtain – No Applause") series of events presented by TANZ IM AUGUST 2005 in cooperation with the Siemens Arts Program.
In her video installation FACES, Berlin-based Polish artist Katarzyna Kozyra concentrates completely on the faces of two very different dancers, Storm (Hip-Hop) and Marie-Claude Pietragalla (Ballet). Though provocation is never a primary aim of her work, it regularly elicits extreme reactions and heated debate. The artist will continue to develop her installation during the festival.

For AUF DEN TISCH, Meg Stuart has invited a number of international artists to perform in two evenings of improvisation. The stage takes the form of a large table, around which the audience gathers as if at a conference, enabling them to experience the action up-front. Martin Nachbar and Vera Mantero will be among those participating; DJ EAVESDROPPER and the sound artist HAHN ROWE will provide the sound.
The OPEN CHURCH project by Sasha Waltz and Jochen Sandig at St. Elisabeth's church represents a radical transformation of the improvisation evening DIALOGE 04 that was shown at last year's festival. This year, the points of departure are the silence of the moment and the emptiness of the space.

In UMWELT (literally, the "world around us," or "environment"), nine people are propelled through a maze-like stage set by a wind machine – a visually arresting metaphor for and political statement on the world we live in today that caused a sensation in France at its premiere last December.
Sasha Waltz developed her first opera in cooperation with Akademie für Alte Musik Berlin und Staatsoper Unter den Linden, working with twelve performers from her ensemble and fifty-one musicians, choir members, and solo singers. Her acclaimed staging of DIDO & AENEAS makes for a worthy finale for TANZ IM AUGUST 2005.

For the complete program and further details, please see our website at: www.tanzimaugust.de
For tickets, please call: 030-247-49-777 or 030-259-00-427
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